
The Mike and Manny CowboysCamp 
 
During the 2008 World Cup season, while travelling 
and ski racing in Europe, Mike Janyk and Manny 
Osborne-Paradis, two members of the Canadian Alpine 
Ski Team, dreamt up a plan. They decided to put on an 
end-of-the-season ski camp for young ski racers. 
 
Mike and Manny had wanted to make a bigger 
contribution to the development of junior ski racing that 
just the “Get up and Go" bursary that Manny started 
and which Mike and Manny now support equally.  The 
Mike and Manny CowboysCamp would be for fifteen 
and fifteen year-old ski racers with talent and drive and who may not have the financial resources 
to participate in all the summer training required to become an elite athlete.   
 
Mike and Manny would organize the camp, fund it and provide the coaching. 
 
Racing and training and travelling by day, they started emailing at night. They made 
announcements on their Web sites and in the BC Alpine Newsletter. As they were racing in 
Europe, Mike and Manny were reading applications from enthusiastic young ski racers from all 
parts of BC.  
 
Ski racing is very expensive, and there was lots of interest, but not just for financial reasons. The 
chance to train and ski with two of the world’s best skiers, and two men that most young ski 
racers in BC look up to, was an opportunity of a lifetime, one that no one wanted to pass up. This 
was GOLD! 
 
Mike and Manny were planning for a group of about 10 young racers, from all over BC, and a 
camp that would last for four days.   
  
Selecting the camp roster was a daunting task. Over 25 letters were received from BC ski racers 
wanting to attend the camp.  Eventually, five girls and five boys were chosen, based on skiing 
history, enthusiasm and home coaches’ recommendations. Much of BC was covered, with racers 
coming from Apex, Grouse Mountain, Mt. Washington, 
Red Mountain, Silverstar and Whistler Mountain.  
 
After they secured the necessary mountain space from 
Whistler-Blackcomb and the ever-necessary insurance, 
things really started falling into place. 
 
Family helped a lot, from vetting applications to ensure 
completeness to emailing BC coaches and ski clubs to let 
them know about the camp and to ask for submissions.  
 



Manny’s Mom, Jane, wanted the group to live together 
in one cabin. She put Manny in touch with someone in 
Whistler’s White Gold area who offered a cabin that 
would house all the kids at a very low cost. Mike and 
Manny would live with the kids.  Everyone being 
together would make it a lot of fun and a marvellous 
experience for the young racers.   
 
With accommodation for the camp in place, unexpected 
things began to happen; good things!  Word got out in 
Whistler, and friends and supporters stepped forward to help in many ways.  
 
The kids enjoyed home cooked breakfasts and came home from skiing each day to gourmet 
lunches and dinners, all hosted by various sponsors, including some dinners out in restaurants.  
 
Jane says, “Whenever Mike or Manny asked someone for help, they got it!  It was so generous, 
and so impressive.”  Within days of planning some camp detail, the costs would be covered by a 
contributor".   
 
"Manny and I shopped before the camp. After years of ski camps he had a very good idea of 
what kids like to eat and how much".��Friend and neighbor, Gail Morrison came forward to guide 
me through cooking for a bunch of young racers. She and I cooked the breakfasts and cleaned up 
after the meals. Before noon, I laid out a huge buffet of food, so the racers could have lunch as 
soon as everyone was off the hill. The kids usually had many tasks to attend to and we heard 
over and over how pleased they were not to have to worry about when and where they'd eat or to 
have to do clean up. We made sure that the kids spent the four days focused completely on the 
camp". "Throughout the camp, Manny’s Dad and Weasel Worker, Bill Scott shone as chief 
chambermaid, as he pitched in to tidy up the cabin". 

Mornings were spent doing technical training with some speed aspects thrown in, with jumps 
and high-speed turns.  Manny helped a lot with this.  The afternoons were spent free skiing 
around the mountain, working on what was taught in the morning session while having a good 
time with the national team members and other coaches. 

In the afternoons, the group engaged in dry-land training including what Mike Janyk described 
as “some very edgy and new training techniques” that are being used on the World Cup circuit.  

In the evenings, after dinner, they watched training videos, hung out and talked ski racing.   Mike 
and Manny and the kids were always together. 
 
Mike and Manny were helped by four volunteer coaches, including fellow teammate and World 
Cup downhiller, Robbie Dixon, Canadian Para-Alpine Ski Team head coach, Leslie Clark, Nick 
Cooper, and Greg Frechette. They had 10 young racers and six expert coaches, a pretty good 
ratio of teacher to student!      
 
Weasel Worker, Richard Prokopanko hosted a wine and cheese fundraising party that was very 
successful. Mike and Manny showed up with "cowboy" water bottles and posters. It was a 
wonderful evening that helped energize our supporters. 



 
Mike and Manny’s ski sponsor, Rossignol, generously provided poles and goggles.  Friends and 
neighbours, who helped with meals and other details included the Wayne Holmes and Tony 
Holler families, Greg McDougal and Mark James.   A complete list of our sponsors is listed 
below. 
 
Silverfoot supplied everyone with a “Cowboy” t-shirt and 
a touque, something for the kids to take home with their 
new ski racing skills, great memories and new 
friendships.  There was all kinds of other swag too, all 
supplied by our generous donors. 
 
At the end of the camp, a number of parents who were 
arriving to pick up their sons and daughters stayed to 
enjoy a last meal with the gang.   
 
The CowboysCamp was a great success.  Both Mike and 
Manny were very pleased with how smoothly it ran. 
There were few of the glitches that usually accompany 
first time efforts like this.  Especially gratifying was the 
community and sponsor support. This made the camp particularly memorable for Mike and 
Manny, and well as the enthusiasm, joy and success of ten very happy young ski racers; 
youngsters who represent Canada’s future in World Cup ski racing.  Mike and Manny are 
looking forward to repeating the CowboysCamp next year. 
 
Mike and Manny wish to recognize and thank all of our many sponsors and supporters. 
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